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Unhappy reindeer return to help
boost church roof repair appeal
Two watercolour
paintings of some
clearly disgruntled
reindeer have been
chosen for this year’s
Christmas Cards
produced by The Friends
of St Edmund’s Church
in Sedgefield.
They are the work of artist Hazel Mutch
and depict unhappy reindeer waiting
outside the Dun Cow while Santa is
inside enjoying a Christmas sherry and
then watching Santa dash into St
Edmund’s for mince pies - and to ask for
a little forgiveness? The designs were first
chosen some years ago and are being
used again because of their former
popularity. The cards come in packs of
ten (five of each design) and come
complete with envelopes for £5.
Because of how well they were received
last year, The Friends are also
reproducing two designs of Sedgefield
snow scenes by local artist Margaret Taylor.
One shows the main road through
Sedgefield as it was a century ago and
the other is a view of West Park Lane
from Hardwick Hall County Park.
Supporters can buy packs of ten cards
of the same scene or five of each scene
for £4.
“We are most grateful to Hazel and
Margaret for allowing us to use their
work”, said Friends’ chairman Ron
Eyley.
Both sets of cards are available from any
member of The Friends or from the
sales area in church.

Need to safeguard future of St
Edmund’s ‘greater than ever’
The Friends of St Edmund’s
have been praised for their
‘enthusiasm, energy and
expertise’ for what their
chairman has described as
‘a year when the need to
help safeguard the future
of our church was never
greater’.
At this year’s annual meeting,
chairman Ron Eyley commented:
“Seldom in the long history of the
Friends has our work been so
important.”
In the past 12 months, he said, the
Friends had pledged support to:
• help repair the roof of the north
transept which was twice targeted by
lead thieves and which will cost an
estimated £30,000 to re-cover with
lead-lookalike Terne stainless steel.
(The Friends have agreed to pay for
the architect’s fees).
• help repair stonework on the
exterior of St Edmund’s
• improve health and safety inside the
church following three recent mishaps
involving members of the
congregation on steps from the
crossing into the main body of the
building.
One answer to the safety issue, Ron
said, was an offer by the Friends to
the Church Council to fund the cost
of levelling the area with a mobile,
wooden flooring system which would
also bring long-term benefits by
enabling greater use to be made of
the area for concerts and other public
performances.
He added: “It will not be a cheap
project but we are fortunate in having
a very loyal group of supporters who
appreciate what a beautiful building
St Edmund’s is and recognise the

value of doing all we can to help keep
it in good condition for future
generations”

annual concert by the Royal
Northern Symphonia and the
Inspirations Choir.

Ron praised the efforts of members
who had helped with
income-generating initiatives like the
design and sale of a Sedgefield
Calendar and new Christmas cards as
well as manning sales stalls at key
events during the year.

“I believe we can be justifiably
proud of the contribution we have
made to the church and what we
have achieved this year,” said Ron.
“With the support we can now
muster and the enthusiasm, energy
and expertise within our team, I
am sure we can look forward to an
even more successful year in 2019
despite the financial uncertainty
stemming from the present political
climate.”

Equally successful, he said, was the
group’s social programme which had
included a Christmas shopping trip to
York, a quiz evening with pie and pea
supper at Ceddesfeld Hall and visits
to Kiplin Hall, Durham Crown Court
and Chillingham to see the famous
white cattle. Before the end of the
year, members would also make a trip
to the Sage in Gateshead for the

Current corporate members are:
the Dun Cow Inn, Chris Edmonds
and Associates Ltd, Right Lines
Communications, and D.R., E.H.
and S.G. Brown.

Anne’s Angels set for
Tree Festival
Hand-made miniature
angels will grace the
Friends’ display in this
year’s Christmas Tree
Festival at St Edmund’s
Church.
They have been produced as part of a
quilling exercise by Friends’
committee member Anne Eyley who
has been learning the craft under the
watchful eye of church member and
experienced ‘quiller’ Delene Rogers.
They have been made to illustrate the
carol ‘Angels from the realms of glory’
Anne has described her new hobby as
“a fascinating pastime... something
very different for me and really
relaxing.”

Large angels produced from willow
and made by Anne and friends will
also feature in the Christmas Tree
Festival display which will be opened
on December 1st by popular
television personality Pam Royle.

Sedgefield
Calendar a
‘resounding
success’
The decision to produce a
special Sedgefield Calendar
using photographs of local
scenes taken by
photographers in the town
had proved a resounding
success, members were told.
The 12 eye-catching images
in the full colour, slimline
calendar had proved so
popular that the Friends had
to place two reprint orders.
Secretary Alison Hodgson (pictured)
reported that:
• sales of Christmas cards were equally
popular and raised funds for the north
transept roof repair.
• The pie and pea supper and quiz night
at Ceddesfeld Hall had boosted the
appeal by a further £500.
• a decision had already been taken to
produce a calendar for 2019 and to
include images of both the town and
surrounding area. Local photographers
would be invited to submit photographs
for possible use.
• the Friends’ social programme had
been a great success but was never
intended to be a fund-raising initiative.
• discussions were now taking place to
determine how best to celebrate the 20th
anniversary of the Friends next year.
• places were still available at £16
per head for the annual Christmas
shopping trip to York - “a delightful
place when the Christmas market is
in full swing” - and could be reserved
by calling her on 01740 620912.

Sedgefield church member Trevor Terry (left), the first person to join the Friends when the group was formed in
November 1999 and who still serves on the charity’s committee, is pictured buying the first calendar from
Anne Eyley, a member of the team that produced the calendar with local artist and designer Kev Stevens
(centre), principal of The Art Room North East Ltd in Fishburn. Inset: Alison Hodgson.

Officers for the coming year
There were no changes in the elected
officers for the coming year.
Still in post are:
Chairman: Ron Eyley
Secretary: Alison Hodgson
Treasurers: Nigel and Lynda Clegg

Membership Secretary: Brian Mutch
Website manager: Christine Mutch
Design consultant: Kevan Stevens
Committee:
Jonathan Clegg, Anne Eyley,
Jimmy Seymour, Kevan Stevens and
Trevor Terry

Corporate membership appeal
‘disappointing’
As more and more people
become aware of the need to
help preserve historic
buildings of all kinds, it’s
been ‘a great surprise’ that
so few businesses in the
Sedgefield area responded
to the invitation to become
corporate members of the
Friends, reported
membership secretary Brian
Mutch.
Although the Friends already have a
healthy membership of 105

individuals, more corporate members
would undoubtedly make a big
difference to the group’s finances and
so help with urgent conservation work
at St Edmund’s - parts of which are
now almost 900 years old, said Brian.
A recent appeal to businesses in the
Sedgefield area had boosted corporate
numbers, he said, ‘but had not been as
successful as we had hoped’.
Company membership costs just £50
per annum.
Information about the benefits of
becoming a corporate member is
available from Brian on 01740
622320.

New merchandise proves
popular with supporters
The Friends have added a significant
number of new items to their range
of merchandise to generate income
for the church and which are now on
sale at St Edmund’s. They include
shopping list pads, fridge magnets,
key rings and bone china mugs

decorated with images of St
Edmund’s and the legendary Pickled
Parson which, says membership
secretary Brian Mutch, are proving
‘very popular’. Items can be obtained
from any committee member or the
church sales stall.

Sedgefield’s
Great War:
a new book by Alison

When she is not hard at work dealing
with business matters for the Friends, our
secretary, Alison Hodgson, enjoys
nothing more than delving into the
history of Sedgefield and its former
community.
Her most recent research has led to the
publication of a book to mark the end of
the Great War which includes an insight
into how life at home was affected by the
conflict.
It has already been voted a great hit by
readers.
‘Sedgefield during the First World War’
was produced with the support of
Sedgefield Local History Society.
It’s Alison’s second book on the history of
the town, costs just £6 and is available by
e-mailing abhodgsons99@btinternet.com
or from Sedgefield Council Offices, the
Post Office and Hardwick Park.
Local History Society secretary Norma
Neal has described the book as “an
invaluable addition to the material we are
assembling about the history of our town.”

Visit us online at:
www.friendsofstedmunds.org

