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and planning for Christmas!
It's been a long time coming,
but finally we have a new
newsletter to share with you.
Although the committee
have not been able to meet in
person, we have had regular
zoom meetings to help keep
the organisation running.

We have not been able to hold any
outdoor or indoor money-raising
events, but we are glad to report that
the membership fees kept rolling in
and we again had a very successful
calendar sale. We sold all of the 250
copies we had printed. Thanks to Kev
Stevens, our design consultant, for his
very hard work on the calendar
project.

The new bi-fold Christmas card with a
subtle difference (see left) also sold out,
along with all the old stock of the two
designs of Sedgefield snow scenes by
local artist Margaret Taylor left over
from previous years. What really made
the difference was the use of the new
hand-held card machine we agreed to
buy.
If anyone would like to suggest a
design for this year's Christmas card,
please send it to any committee
member. The one chosen by the
judges will be printed.

Need to safeguard
future
of
St
Edmund’s
Counting the cost
‘greater than ever’ says Friends’ chairman
Repairs to the lytch gate roof after
the lead hips were stolen.

The Friends of St Edmund’s have
been praised for their ‘enthusiasm,
energy and expertise’ for what their
chairman has described as ‘a year
when the need to help safeguard the
future of our church was never
greater’.

Refurbishing the two church clock
faces and mechanism which have had
no work carried out on them for fifty
years.
He added: “These will not be in any
way cheap projects but we are
fortunate in having a very loyal group
of supporters who appreciate what a
beautiful building St Edmund’s is and
who recognise the value of doing all
we can to help keep it in good
condition for future generations.”

At their most recent annual meeting,
Dr Alistair Irvine commented:
“Seldom in the long history of the
Friends has our work been so
important.”
In the past 12 months, he said, the
Friends had pledged support for:
Providing new bronze bars to the
castellations of the church tower
which will enable restoration of
long-awaited tower trips.
A major initiative of works to help
repair many areas of corroded
stonework on the exterior of St
Edmund’s, brought forward by a
drone inspection of the East gable
wall which shows large open joints
which require immediate repair.

The current clock face

Funding the cost of levelling the area
of the crossing floor with a mobile,
wooden flooring system which would
also bring long-term benefits by
enabling greater use to be made of
the area for concerts and other public
performances as well as improving
safety for those with mobility issues.

How the clock face will look
after refurbishment

•STOP PRESS•
Approval has been granted for the
emergency water table repairs.

Later in the meeting, membership
secretary Brian Mutch commented:
“We would like more people to
become aware of the need to help
preserve our fantastic, historic
building and to this end, we are going
to have a major recruitment
programme in the near future.”
He added: “Although the Friends
already has a healthy membership of
105 individuals, and six corporate
members it would undoubtedly make
a big difference to the group’s
finances if more members could be
recruited.”

We urgently need your
support to make these repairs.
We have for many years known about
various stonework repairs being needed.
Now, following the recent five-year
Quinquennial inspection, a full report
has been provided by the church
Architect which has enabled us to pull
together a detailed specification which
in turn, has enabled us to send out
tender documents to four companies.
These have been returned and we
now know that we shall have to set
aside or raise £7,000.00 for the works
to be carried out.
Before the latest Quinquennial report,
we had already identified that the
plaster work around the East window
at high level was becoming loose.
On closer inspection, it was found
that there was a problem with the
water tabling on top of the East gable
wall.
Following a drone inspection by
Jonathan Clegg which produced a
photograph showing that this is no
ordinary watertable but a very
unusual one called a “Tumbled-in

water table” (see photograph) a
further physical inspection was
necessary, which was recently carried
out.
The results are that the whole water
table needs to be repointed.
This is a very serious situation, and if
these joints are not resealed will cause
further erosion to both the external
and internal parts of our historic
building.
We therefore need to add a further
£10,000.00 to the tender document.
Having already committed ourselves
to refurbishing the church clocks we
now find that we require a great deal
more money to enable us to carry out
these vital repairs. This means that
we cannot forget the church clock
project because many people have
very generously contributed towards
this, and are eager to see the project
completed. These contributions are in
a restricted funds account and will
NOT be used for the stonework
project.

Sedgefield Calendar a
‘resounding success’
A huge thank you to everyone that
submitted their wonderful
photographs for the 2021 calendar
and also to everyone that purchased
a copy for your very much
appreciated support.
A decision had already been taken
to produce a calendar for 2022
which will again include images of
both the town and surrounding
area. Local photographers have
already started to send in their
photographs for possible use, so get
snapping and send them to Brian by
e-mail to b.mutch@btconnect.com

Social programme suggestions

let’s hear from you...
The Friends’ social programme has
been severely disrupted owing to the
virus, but we hope we can bring back
some of the favourites - perhaps later
in the year and definitely next year.

Officers for the
coming year

We have had great success in the past
with the Christmas shopping trip to
York, two quiz evenings a year with
pie and pea supper at Ceddesfeld Hall
and visits to the Sage in Gateshead for
the annual concert by the Royal
Northern Symphonia and the
Inspirations Choir. We have also had
visits to Kiplin Hall, Durham Crown
Court and Chillingham to see the
famous white cattle.

Still in post are:

There are many more in the pipeline,
so watch this space, and if anyone has
any ideas where we should go, please
contact one of the committee

Jimmy Seymour,

There were no changes in the elected
officers for the coming year.
Chairman: Dr.Alistair Irvine
Secretary: Alison Hodgson
Treasurers: Nigel and Lynda Clegg
Membership Secretary: Brian Mutch
Website manager: Christine Mutch
Design consultant: Kev Stevens
Committee: Anne Eyley,
Kev Stevens

How to join
the Friends of
St. Edmund’s Church
You can become a Friend at any
time of the year by sending a
cheque made payable to “Friends
of St Edmund’s” to our Membership
Secretary, Brian Mutch,
6 Hasledon Grove,
Sedgefield, TS21 2JW
or by contacting a committee
member and requesting a Standing
Order form which will enable you
to renew your membership without
any fuss on the anniversary of your
payment.
Membership fees are:
Annual Membership (individual)
£25.00
Annual Membership (family)
£35.00
Annual Membership (corporate)
£50.00
or find out more online at:
www.friendsofstedmunds.org
justgiving.com/fo-stedmundschurch

Thank You

